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Mid-Atlantic, Allen was asked to preach to his fellow African Americans at
a Methodist church in Philadelphia. He quickly rose to prominence as a
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in need, rallying black Philadelphians to serve as aid workers during a
yellow fever epidemic, and preparing the black community to defend the
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to sell the building out from under him-but as a successful businessman,
Allen was able to buy it back at auction. After a campaign that included
sit-ins by African Americans and a judgment by the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, the congregation secured its independence. In 1816, Allen
summoned other black Methodist leaders to Philadelphia, where together
they founded the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, electing and
consecrating Allen as its first bishop.
Today, Mother Bethel AME Church stands on the site where Allen
converted that old blacksmith's shop more than two centuries ago, and
the denomination he founded now boasts more than 2.5 million members.
His life-a legacy of determination, uplift, charity, and faith-remains an
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39TH IN A SERIES

Celebrating Richard Allen

When Richard Allen (1760-1831) lamented the bitterness of slavery, he spoke from experience-but this
remarkably resolute and industrious man purchased his own freedom in his twenties and became one
of the most important African-American leaders of his era.
After making a name for himself as a traveling minister throughout the Mid-Atlantic, Allen was asked
to preach to his fellow African Americans at a Methodist church in Philadelphia. He quickly rose to
prominence as a civic leader, co-founding an organization to help African-American neighbors in
need, rallying black Philadelphians to serve as aid workers during a yellow fever epidemic, and
preparing the black community to defend the city during the War of 1812.
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1794 and soon attracted several hundred members, but Allen spent years in conflict with white church

leaders who sought to assert their control. At one point, they tried to sell the building out from under
him-but as a successful businessman, Allen was able to buy it back at auction. After a campaign that
included sit-ins by African Americans and a judgment by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, the

congregation secured its independence. In 1816, Allen summoned other black Methodist leaders to

Philadelphia, where together they founded the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, electing
and consecrating Allen as its first bishop.

Today, Mother Bethel AME Church stands on the site where Allen converted that old blacksmith's
shop more than two centuries ago, and the denomination he founded now boasts more than 2.5

million members. His life-a legacy of determination, uplift, charity, and faith-remains an inspiration
to all Americans.
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After making a name for himself as a traveling minister throughout
the mid-Atlantic, Allen was asked to preach to his fellow African
Americans at a Methodist church in Philadelphia. He quickly rose to
prominence, co-founding an organization to help African-American
neighbors in need, rallying black Philadelphians to serve as aid workers
during a yellow fever epidemic and preparing the black community to
defend the city during the War of 1812.
Eager to establish an independent African-American church,
Allen purchased an old blacksmith's shop and moved it to land he
owned at Sixth and Lombard Streets. Bethel Church was dedicated
in 1794 and soon attracted several hundred members, but Allen
spent years in conflict with white church leaders. At one point, the
church leaders tried to sell the building out from under him - but
as a successful businessman, Allen was able to buy it back at auction.
After a campaign that included sit-ins and a judgment by the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania, the congregation secured its independence. In
1816, Allen summoned other black Methodist leaders to Philadelphia,
where together they founded the African Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church, electing and consecrating Allen as its first bishop.
Today, Mother Bethel AME Church stands on the site where
Allen converted that old blacksmith's shop, and the denomination
he founded now boasts more than 2.5 million members. His life a legacy of determination, uplift, charity and faith - remains an
inspiration to all Americans.
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hen Richard Allen (1760-1831) lamented the bitterness
of slavery, he spoke from experience, but this resolute and
industrious man purchased his own freedom in his twenties and
became one of the most important African-American leaders of his era.
Designed by art director Greg Breeding, this 39th stamp in the Black
Heritage series features a detail from a 19th-century print and celebrates
Allen's accomplishments as a preacher, activist and civic leader.
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